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Who is UCD?

Underwood Conservation District

Established on July 1, 1940 by orchardists and farmers from
the Underwood area concerned with irrigation needs,
decline of forest productivity, soil erosion and water quality.

Designed to be a community-based source of assistance to
landowners and resource users in the conservation,
enhancement and sustainable use of natural resources
through voluntary stewardship.

Non-regulatory, locally-guided, special purpose district.

6 staff members: district manager, financial manager, 3
watershed resource technicians and a part-time forester.




A 1941 Mt. Adams Sun article quoted Harry Card,
then chairman of UCD, as follows:

“Many of the problems [brought to UCD], such as
improvement of irrigation systems, drainage, storage or
need for additional irrigation water, flood control, stream
bank erosion, weed and rodent control, development of
water holes on range land, and the improvement of

range and woodland management practices, are
community problems and
can most efficiently be
solved through
coordinating community
plans and action.”

UCD board of supervisors, the early days
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Partners in the White Salmon River
Watershed (not exhaustive)

Mid-Columbia Fisheries USGS - Columbia River
Enhancement Group Research Lab

Yakama Nation Fisheries Mt. Adams Resource Stewards
WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Skamania County

WA Dept. of Natural Resources ' Klickitat County

WA Dept. of Ecology White Salmon River Watershed

: I _ Management Committee
US Fish and Wildlife Service

Friends of the White Salmon

US Forest Service River

Columbia Land Trust

Individual landowners




Rattlesnake Creek

xS

Priority and potential
fish spe¢i/es include:

® Bullitrout

Steelhead

Mill Creek : Coho

Pacific and brook

\ lamprey

Indian Creek
Little\Buck Creek Cutthroat trout
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Recent UCD stream projects

Approach: Inventory and prioritize fish passage barriers
and habitat restoration and enhancement opportunities.

Focus on the “bigger-bang” projects:
vcFish Passage - re-connecting historic habitat

veIn-stream and Riparian Habitat - jumpstarting natural
conditions and watershed processes that previously existed




UCD’s past stream projects
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Indian Creek bridge, 2012

v<Reconnected ~1.5 miles
(potential for 4.5 miles) of high-
quality habitat, now accessible
to Chinook, Coho, Summer and
Winter Steelhead, Pacific
Lamprey, Coastal Cutthroat and
RalnbowTrout

Y¢Indian Creek provides
important refuge for fish
from nearby Rattlesnake
Creek.
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“The work has begun, but we

have yet to determine what

works best.”

Palmer, M.A. and J.D. Allan. 2006.
Restoring Rivers: The work has begun, but we have yet to determine what works best.
Issues in Science and Technology 22:40-48.
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Cannavina Creek culverts, planned: 2015

2 Skamania County road
crossings (in close
proximity) will be
completely passable

Opening: ~2 miles of
potential habitat
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Buck Creek Fish Passage Project and Irrigation
Screening

White Salmon Watershed

Buck Creek barrier RM 2.04

N
0 0.1250.25 0.5 Miles A
| B D TR LY i T 1Sl
Legend
= Barrier Dam and Diversion [T4N R10E S27]

2010 Klickatat Road Layer
B \\hite Salmon Watershed




v¢ Currently in alternatives analysis and
preliminary design phase

A minimum of 1.3 miles of spawning and
rearing habitat inaccessible due to 67-100%
passage barrier at diversion dam
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White Salmon River
July 2012

< 1 year after Condit Dam removal
Photo: Jeanette Burkhardt,¥akama Nation Fisheries




